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Nostitz, had their mission explained to Blucher
and received a note from him that they were to
deliver to Yorck. The Field-marshal's eyes were
so swollen that he could only write in large coarse
letters: "Old comrade/* the note ran, "history
should not have to relate such things of us! Be
sensible and come back!"

The brother of the King, too, Prince William of
Prussia, wrote and urged Yorck not to abandon
the fatherland at a critical moment like this, when
there was more need than ever of clear-headed
leaders: "As your fellow citizen, as general under
you, as grandson, son and brother of your kings, I
implore you not to lay down your command!
Your true friend, William Prince of Prussia."

Yorck yielded. Nostitz maintained that the
mere sight of Blucher's handwriting, proving as
it did that the latter could think and act for him-
self, had made him relent; and he answered in terms
as frank and affectionate as those employed by his
old commander:

Your Excellency's personal letter is the expression of
your upright heart which I always did and always will
esteem. This very uprightness, indeed, must tell
you how painful it is to a man who feels his worth and
is conscious of no wrong to have received a slight. I
have returned to my post. I will continue to fight
as long as there is need but then will gladly give way
to the arrogant and the theorists. From the bottom
of my heart and with sincere sympathy I wish you a
speedy restoration to health.